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The Office of Vespers 

in the Season of Lent 

 

Lutheran Service Book Page 229ff 
 

  Jesus, Mercy!   

 

 

A Silent Prayer as we gather for worship: 

 

Open, Lord, my mouth to bless Your holy Name; cleanse my heart of any worthless, evil, 

or distracting thoughts; enlighten my understanding; give me wisdom and love necessary 

to pray with attention, reverence, and devotion. Father, let my prayer be heard in Your 

presence, for it is offered through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

The Words of Welcome 

 

The Congregation rises. 

 

 
 



  2   

 

The Opening Hymn        Lutheran Service Book Hymn # 427 

“In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: John Bowring, 1792–1872 
Tune: Ithamar Conkey, 1815–67 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

The Opening Versicles and Gloria Patri: 

 

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

  

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 
 

The Congregation is seated. 
 



  3   

 

  The Psalmody   

 

The Psalm of the Day                 Psalm 121; antiphon: verse 2 
 

P AntMy help comes from the LORD, 

 who made heaven and earth. 
1I lift up my eyes to the hills. 

 From where does my help come? 

C 2My help comes from the LORD, 

 who made heaven and earth. 
 

P 3He will not let your foot be moved; 

 he who keeps you will not slumber. 

C 4Behold, he who keeps Israel 

 will neither slumber nor sleep. 
 

P 5The LORD is your keeper; 

 the LORD is your shade on your right hand. 

C 6The sun shall not strike you by day, 

 nor the moon by night. 
 

P 7The LORD will keep you from all evil; 

 he will keep your life. 

C 8The LORD will keep 

 your going out and your coming in 

 from this time forth and forevermore. 
 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

P AntMy help comes from the LORD, 

 who made heaven and earth. 

 

Silence is kept for a time of meditation on the Word 

 

P Let us pray. 

O God, Maker of heaven and earth, You help us in times of distress and watch of over 

us day and night. Hold us securely in Your mercy, that in the midst of fear and danger 

we may depend on You, our sure Deliverer; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 



  4   

 

The Office Hymn        Lutheran Service Book Hymn # 728 

“How Firm a Foundation” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt. 

Tune: Genuine Church Music, 1832, Winchester 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 



  5   

 

  The Service of the Word   

 

The First Reading                 Isaiah 41:8-11 
 

P A reading from Isaiah, chapter 41. 
  

8But you, Israel, my servant, 

 Jacob, whom I have chosen, 

 the offspring of Abraham, my friend; 
9you whom I took from the ends of the earth, 

 and called from its farthest corners, 

saying to you, “You are my servant, 

 I have chosen you and not cast you off”; 
10fear not, for I am with you; 

 be not dismayed, for I am your God; 

I will strengthen you, I will help you, 

 I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 
11Behold, all who are incensed against you 

 shall be put to shame and confounded; 

those who strive against you 

 shall be as nothing and shall perish. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Second Reading               Hebrews 12:1-3 
 

P A reading from Hebrews, chapter 12. 
 

     1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 

every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 

before us, 2looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set 

before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne 

of God. 

     3Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may 

not grow weary or fainthearted. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 



  6   

 

The Third Reading               Matthew 8:5-13 
 

P A reading from Matthew, chapter 8. 
 

     5When [Jesus] entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to him, 
6“Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.” 7And he said to him, “I will 

come and heal him.” 8But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come 

under my roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9For I too am a man 

under authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, 

‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 10When Jesus heard this, 

he marveled and said to those who followed him, “Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have 

I found such faith. 11I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12while the sons of the kingdom will be 

thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
13And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be done for you as you have believed.” And the 

servant was healed at that very moment. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Responsory for Lent: 
 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
 

P In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 

 

 

The Sermon      Jesus—Savior, Servant, Friend 

            Jesus, Our Encourager 

                 Text: Hebrews 12:1-3 

 

 



  7   

 

  The Canticle   

 

The Congregation rises. 

 

The Canticle at Vespers: Magnificat  Luke 1:46b-55; antiphon: 2 Corinthians 6:2c 
 

P Behold, now is the favorable time; 

C behold, now is the day of salvation. 
 

P My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior; 

C for He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 
 

P For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed. 

C For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name; 
 

P and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation. 

C He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the 

 imagination of their hearts. 
 

P He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the lowly. 

C He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent empty away. 
 

P He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He spoke to our 

 fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

P Behold, now is the favorable time; 

C behold, now is the day of salvation. 

 

  The Prayers   

 

The Kyrie Eleison: 
 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 
 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 



  8   

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy Name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

The Salutation and Collects: 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 

 

The Collect for the Third Week in Lent: 
 

P O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray 

from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to 

embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

The Collect for the Lenten Season: 
 

P Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins 

of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and 

acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and 

forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 



  9   

 

Other Prayers and Intercessions may be offered. 

 

The Collect of Intercession: 

 

P Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give 

Your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the 

weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and be 

present with all, for Your love’s sake. 

C Amen. 

 

The Collect for Peace: 

 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to 

us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 

obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 

enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

The Benedicamus and Blessing: 

 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 



  10   

 

The Hymn to Depart        Lutheran Service Book Hymn # 878 

“Abide with Me” 

We Sing Stanzas 1-2 and 4-6 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847, alt. 

Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Silent Worship 

 

The Parish Announcements 
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