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The Office of Vespers
in the Season of Lent

Lutheran Service Book Page 229ff

% Jesus, Mercy! &

A Silent Prayer as we gather for worship:
Open, Lord, my mouth to bless Your holy Name; cleanse my heart of any worthless, evil,
or distracting thoughts; enlighten my understanding; give me wisdom and love necessary
to pray with attention, reverence, and devotion. Father, let my prayer be heard in Your
presence, for it is offered through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Words of Welcome

The Congregation rises.
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The Opening Hymn Lutheran Service Book Hymn # 779
“Come, My Soul, with Every Care”
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1 Come, my soul, with ev-’ry care, Je - sus loves to an - Swer prayer;
2 Thou art com-ing to a King, Large pe - ti - tions with thee bring;
3 With my bur-den I be-gin: Lord, re-move this load of sin;
4 Lord, Thy rest to me im -part, Take pos-ses-sion of my heart;
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He Him-self has bid thee pray, There-fore will not turn a - way.
For His grace and pow’r are such None can ev - er ask too much.
Let Thy blood, for sin-ners spilt, Set my con-science free from guilt.
There Thy blood-bought right main-tain And with-out a ri - val reign.

5  While I am a pilgrim here,
Let Thy love my spirit cheer;
As my guide, my guard, my friend,
Lead me to my journey’s end.

6  Show me what is mine to do;
Ev’ry hour my strength renew.
Let me live a life of faith;
Let me die Thy people’s death.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Tune: Justin H. Knecht, 1752-1817
Text and tune: Public domain
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The Opening Versicles and Gloria Patri:

(P} O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.

Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation.

The Congregation is seated.

% The Psalmody '
The Psalm of the Day Psalm 4; antiphon: verse 1

P) Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness!
You have given me relief when | was in distress.
Be gracious to me and hear my prayer!

20 men, how long shall my honor be turned into shame?
How long will you love vain words and seek after lies?

(P} *But know that the LORD has set apart the godly for himself;
the LORD hears when | call to him.

“Be angry, and do not sin;
ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be silent.

P) SOffer right sacrifices,
and put your trust in the LORD.

There are many who say, “Who will show us some good?
Lift up the light of your face upon us, O LORD!”

P} "You have put more joy in my heart

than they have when their grain and wine abound.
8In peace | will both lie down and sleep;

for you alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

@) “"Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness!
You have given me relief when | was in distress.
Be gracious to me and hear my prayer!

Silence is kept for a time of meditation on the Word

(P] Let us pray.

O God, Source of deliverance and help, do not let our hearts be troubled, but fill us with
such confidence and joy that we may sleep in Your peace and rise in Your light; through

Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
The Office Hymn Lutheran Service Book Hymn # 702
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”
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1 My  faith looks up to Thee, Thou Lamb of Cal - va - ry,
2 May Thy rich grace im - part Strength to my faint - ing heart;
3 While life’s dark maze I tread And griefs  a-round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran-sient dream, When death’s cold, sul - len stream
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Sav - ior di -vine. Now hear me while I pray; Take all my
My zeal in-spire! As Thou hast died for me, Oh, may my
Be Thou my guide; Bid dark-ness turn to day, Wipe sor-row’s
Shall o’er me roll, Blest Sav -ior, then, in love, Fear and dis-
Ha . . .
' ﬂ' "'ﬁ — ——— — N— —— — H
=5 ——Z—H i — — y ———“— i |
Q) |4 ' I & e O
guilt a-way; O let me from thisday Be whol-1ly Thine!
love to Thee Pure, warm, and change-less be, A liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, Nor let me ev - er stray From Thee a - side.
trust re-move; O bear me safe a-bove, A ran-somed soul!

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-87 ;Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
Text and tune: Public domain
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% The Service of the Word &
The First Reading Jeremiah 29:10-14
P} A reading from Jeremiah, chapter 29.

10“For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you,
and | will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. **For I know the plans |
have for you, declares the LORD, plans for wholeness and not for evil, to give you a future and
a hope. ?Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and | will hear you. **You will
seek me and find me. When you seek me with all your heart, 21 will be found by you, declares
the LORD, and | will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the
places where | have driven you, declares the LORD, and I will bring you back to the place from
which | sent you into exile.

(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

The Second Reading 1 John 5:9-15
(P} A reading from 1 John, chapter 5.

°If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the
testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son. **Whoever believes in the Son of God
has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar, because he
has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. **And this is the
testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. *Whoever has the Son has
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

13] write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know
that you have eternal life. **And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask
anything according to his will he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we
ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him.

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.
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The Third Reading John 3:1-17
(P} A reading from John, chapter 3.

!Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from
God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus answered him,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
“Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is 0ld? Can he enter a second time
into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one
is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 8That which is born of the
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. ‘Do not marvel that | said to you,
“You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you
do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the
Spirit.”

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?”” °Jesus answered him, “Are you the
teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? ™ Truly, truly, 1 say to you, we
speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our
testimony. *2If | have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if |
tell you heavenly things? **No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from
heaven, the Son of Man. **And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, *that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

®«For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. *’For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

The Responsory for Lent:

(P) Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation.
Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me.

In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God.
Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me.

®=

Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation.
Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me.

®=
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The Sermon Jesus—Savior, Servant, Friend
Jesus, Our Listener
Text: 1 John 5:13-15
¥ The Canticle ¥

The Congregation rises.

The Canticle at Vespers: Magnificat Luke 1:46b-55; antiphon: 2 Corinthians 6:2¢

Behold, now is the favorable time;
behold, now is the day of salvation.
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My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior;
for He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden.

®=

For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed.
For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His hame;
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and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the
imagination of their hearts.
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He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent empty away.

F R

He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He spoke to our
fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

®

Behold, now is the favorable time;
behold, now is the day of salvation.

®=
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% The Prayers

The Kyrie Eleison:

(P} O Lord,
have mercy.
P} O Christ,
have mercy.
P} O Lord,
have mercy.

The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Salutation and Collects:

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.



M 9 X

The Collect for the Feast of St. Joseph, Guardian of Our Lord:

P} Almighty God, from the house of Your servant David You raised up Joseph to be the
guardian of Your incarnate Son and the husband of His mother, Mary. Grant us grace to
follow the example of this faithful workman in heeding Your counsel and obeying Your
commands; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Collect for the Second Week in Lent:

P) O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend us
from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may
assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

The Collect for the Lenten Season:

(P) Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins
of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and
acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Other Prayers and Intercessions may be offered.

The Collect of Intercession:

(P) Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give
Your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the
weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and be
present with all, for Your love’s sake.

Amen.
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The Collect for Peace:

P

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to
us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to
obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our
enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Benedicamus and Blessing:

(P)

(P)

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord -1~ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.




x 11

The Hymn to Depart Lutheran Service Book Hymn # 877
“God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven”
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1 God, who made the earth and heav-en, Dark - ness and light:
2 And when morn a - gain shall call us To run life’s way,
3 Guard us wak-ing, guard us sleep-ing, And when we die,
A4 Ho - ly Fa-ther, throned in heav-en, Al - ho - ly Son,
e
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You the day for work have giv-en, For rest the night. May Your
May we still, what-e’er be-fall us, Your will o -bey. From the
May we in Your might - y keep-ing All  peace - ful lie. When the
Ho - ly Spir-it, free - ly giv-en, Blest Three in One: Grant us
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an - gel guards de - fend wus, Slum-ber sweet Your mer - cy send us,
powrof e - vil hide us, In the nar-row path- way guide us,
last dread call shall wake us, Then, O Lord, do not for-sake us,
grace,we now im-plore You, Till we lay our crowns be - fore You
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Ho - ly dreams and hopes at-tend us All through the night.
Nev-er be Your smile de-nied us Al through the day.
But to reign in glo - ry take us With You on high.
And in wor - thier strains a - dore You While a - ges run.

Text (st. 1): Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.; (sts. 2, 4): William Mercer, 1811-73, alt.; (st. 3): Richard Whately, 1787-1863, alt.

Tune: Welsh, 18th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

The Silent Worship

The Parish Announcements
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Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
Mount Rainier, Maryland

The Sacred Season of Lent
2025

Jesus—Savior, Servant, Friend

Lenten Midweek Worship
at Trinity

Wednesday Evenings at 7:00 PM

The Fourth Wednesday of Lent — March 26, 2025
Lenten Vespers
Jesus, Our Encourager — Matthew 8:5-13

The Fifth Wednesday of Lent — April 2, 2025
Lenten Vespers
Jesus, Our Protector — John 14:18-27

The Sixth Wednesday of Lent — April 9, 2025
Lenten Vespers
Jesus, Our Comforter — John 11:17-27
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