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The Office of Vespers 

in the Season of Lent 

 

Lutheran Service Book Page 229ff 
 

  Jesus, Mercy!   

 

 

A Silent Prayer as we gather for worship: 

 

Open, Lord, my mouth to bless Your holy Name; cleanse my heart of any worthless, evil, 

or distracting thoughts; enlighten my understanding; give me wisdom and love necessary 

to pray with attention, reverence, and devotion. Father, let my prayer be heard in Your 

presence, for it is offered through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

The Words of Welcome 

 

The Congregation rises. 
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The Opening Hymn        Lutheran Service Book Hymn # 421 

“Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing” 

We Sing Stanzas 1-2, 4-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. composite, alt. 
Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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The Opening Versicles and Gloria Patri: 

 

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

  

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 

 

The Congregation is seated. 

 

  The Psalmody   

 

The Psalm of the Day           Psalm 25:1-10; antiphon: verse 6 

 

P Ant.Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 

 for they have been from of old. 
1To you, O LORD, 

 I lift up my soul. 

C 2O my God, in you I trust; 

 let me not be put to shame; 

 let not my enemies exult over me. 

 

P 3Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 

 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

C 4Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 

 teach me your paths. 

 

P 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

 for you are the God of my salvation; 

 for you I wait all the day long. 

C 6Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 

 for they have been from of old. 

 

 

 



  4   

 

P 7Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

 according to your steadfast love remember me, 

 for the sake of your goodness, O LORD! 

C 8Good and upright is the LORD; 

 therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 

 

P 9He leads the humble in what is right, 

 and teaches the humble his way. 

C 10All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

 for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

P Ant.Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 

 for they have been from of old. 

 

Silence is kept for a time of meditation on the Word 

 

P Let us pray. 

Merciful God, You continually show us Your ways of forgiveness and love. Remember 

not our sins, but recall Your compassion to Your children, satisfy the longing of Your 

people, and fulfill all our hopes for eternal peace through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
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The Office Hymn        Lutheran Service Book Hymn # 729 

“I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus” 

 

 

 
 

5 I am trusting Thee for power; 

    Thine can never fail. 

Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me 

    Must prevail. 

 

6 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; 

    Never let me fall. 

I am trusting Thee forever 

    And for all. 
 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79 

Tune: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

  The Service of the Word   

 

The First Reading                Proverbs 3:1-8 
 

P A reading from Proverbs, chapter 3. 
 

1My son, do not forget my teaching, 

 but let your heart keep my commandments, 
2for length of days and years of life 

 and peace they will add to you. 
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3Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; 

 bind them around your neck; 

 write them on the tablet of your heart. 
4So you will find favor and good success 

 in the sight of God and man. 
5Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 

 and do not lean on your own understanding. 
6In all your ways acknowledge him, 

 and he will make straight your paths. 
7Be not wise in your own eyes; 

 fear the LORD, and turn away from evil. 
8It will be healing to your flesh 

 and refreshment to your bones. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The Second Reading           1 Timothy 1:15-17 
 

P A reading from 1 Timothy, chapter 1. 
  

     15The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 16But I received mercy for this reason, that 

in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those 

who were to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only 

God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

The Third Reading                 John 19:28-30 
 

P A reading from John, chapter 19. 
  

     28After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I 

thirst.” 29A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a 

hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 30When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It 

is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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The Responsory for Lent: 
 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
 

P In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
 

 

The Sermon       Guided to the Cross 

        Guided to Trust 

             Text: 1 Timothy 1:15 

 

  The Canticle   

 

The Congregation rises. 

 

The Canticle at Vespers: Magnificat  Luke 1:46b-55; antiphon: 2 Corinthians 6:2c 
 

P Behold, now is the favorable time; 

C behold, now is the day of salvation. 
 

P My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior; 

C for He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 
 

P For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed. 

C For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name; 
 

P and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation. 

C He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the 

 imagination of their hearts. 
 

P He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the lowly. 

C He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent empty away. 
 

P He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He spoke to our 

 fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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P Behold, now is the favorable time; 

C behold, now is the day of salvation. 

 

  The Prayers   

 

The Kyrie Eleison: 
 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 
 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy Name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Salutation and Collects: 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 
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The Collect for the Fourth Week in Lent: 
 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though 

we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our 

needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful 

goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

The Collect for the Lenten Season: 
 

P Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins 

of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and 

acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and 

forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Other Prayers and Intercessions may be offered. 

 

The Collect of Intercession: 

 

P Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give 

Your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the 

weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and be 

present with all, for Your love’s sake. 

C Amen. 

 

The Collect for Peace: 

 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to 

us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 

obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 

enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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The Benedicamus and Blessing: 

 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

 

 

The Hymn to Depart        Lutheran Service Book Hymn # 883 

“All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night” 

 

 

 

 
 

The Hymn continues on the next page… 
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5 When in the night I sleepless lie, 

My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply; 

Let no ill dreams disturb my rest, 

No pow’rs of darkness me molest. 

 

D 6 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637–1711, alt. 
Tune: Thomas Tallis, c. 1505–1585 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Silent Worship 

 

The Parish Announcements 
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