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The Great Litany 
 

  Jesus, Mercy!   

 

The Opening Versicles: 

 

L The Lord is merciful and gracious, 

C Slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

  

L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia. 
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The First Reading                 Romans 12:9-21 

 

 9Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10Love one another 

with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not be slothful in 

zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 

constant in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 

 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those 

who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 

haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be conceited. 17Repay no one evil for evil, 

but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18If possible, so far as it 

depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it 

to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 
20To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something 

to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21Do not be overcome 

by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Second Reading                  Matthew 5:1-12 

 

 1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. 

 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 

 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 

heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Meditation 
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The Litany: 

 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

 

L O Christ, 

C hear us. 

 

L God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 

L God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 

 

L Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 

L Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 

  

L From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death; 

From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from 

rebellion; 

From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from 

everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 

 

L By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by 

Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial; 

By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, 

the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

 

L In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and 

in the day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

 

L We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 



4 

 

L To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers 

of Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word 

and to sustain them in holy living; 

To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all 

who have erred and are deceived; 

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and 

to accompany Your Word with Your grace and Spirit: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
 

L To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help 

the weakhearted and the distressed: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
 

L To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and 

strife; to give our country Your protection in every time of need; 

To direct and defend our president and all in authority; to bless and protect our 

magistrates and all our people; 

To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect 

and guide all who travel; 

To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing 

happiness in their blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for them; 

To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in 

bondage; and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
 

L To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give 

and preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our 

prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
 

L Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 
  

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 
  

L O Christ, 

C hear us. 
 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer: 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Collects: 

 

     For Deliverance from Sin: 

 

L O Lord, do not deal with us according to our sins. 

C Do not reward us according to our iniquities. 

  

L Almighty God, our heavenly Father, You desire not the death of a sinner, but rather 

that we turn from our evil ways and live. Graciously spare us those punishments 

which we by our sins have deserved, and grant us always to serve You in holiness 

and pureness of living; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

     For Protection: 

 

L O Lord, enter not into judgment with Your servant. 

C For in Your sight shall no man living be justified. 

  

L Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty 

we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers 

and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

     For Peace: 

 

L The Lord will give strength to His people. 

C The Lord will bless His people with peace. 
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L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give 

to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be 

set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 

our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

The Benedicamus and Blessing: 

 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

 

 

   To God All Praise and Glory!    

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


