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The Office of Vespers 

in the Season of Lent 

 

Lutheran Service Book Page 229ff 
 

  Jesus, Mercy!   

 

A Silent Prayer as we gather for worship: 

Open, Lord, my mouth to bless Your holy Name; cleanse my heart of any worthless, evil, 

or distracting thoughts; enlighten my understanding; give me wisdom and love necessary 

to pray with attention, reverence, and devotion. Father, let my prayer be heard in Your 

presence, for it is offered through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Words of Welcome 

 

The Congregation rises. 

 

The Opening Hymn        Lutheran Service Book Hymn # 420 

“Christ, the Life of All the Living” 
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Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605–81; (sts. 1–2, 5): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 3–4): tr. Evangelical 

Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1912, St. Louis 

Tune: Das grosse Cantional, 1687, Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

The Opening Versicles and Gloria Patri: 

 

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

  

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 

 

The Congregation is seated. 
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  The Psalmody   

 

The Psalm of the Day       Psalm 43; antiphon: verse 1 

 

P 1Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause 

 against an ungodly people, 

from the deceitful and unjust man 

 deliver me! 

C 2For you are the God in whom I take refuge; 

 why have you rejected me? 

Why do I go about mourning 

 because of the oppression of the enemy? 

 

P 3Send out your light and your truth; 

 let them lead me; 

let them bring me to your holy hill 

 and to your dwelling! 

C 4Then I will go to the altar of God, 

 to God my exceeding joy, 

and I will praise you with the lyre, 

 O God, my God. 

 

P 5Why are you cast down, O my soul, 

 and why are you in turmoil within me? 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 

 my salvation and my God. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

P Ant.Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause 

     against an ungodly people, 

    from the deceitful and unjust man 

     deliver me! 

 

Silence is kept for a time of meditation on the Word 
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P Let us pray. 

O Lord, God of the afflicted and of all who are suffering wrongfully, have compassion 

upon those tempted by Satan and persecuted by the world. Comfort and strengthen both 

them and us by Your Word and Spirit, uphold us, and finally deliver us from all evil and 

receive us into the everlasting kingdom of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

The Office Hymn        Lutheran Service Book Hymn # 439 

“O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Hymn continues on the next page… 
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5 The sinless Son of God must die in sadness; 

The sinful child of man may live in gladness; 

Man forfeited his life and is acquitted; 

God is committed. 

 

7 O wondrous love, whose depth no heart hath sounded, 

That brought Thee here, by foes and thieves surrounded! 

To do Thy will shall be my sole endeavor 

Henceforth forever. 

 

15 And when, dear Lord, before Thy throne in heaven 

To me the crown of joy at last is given, 

Where sweetest hymns Thy saints forever raise Thee, 

I, too, shall praise Thee. 
 

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; st. 7: cento of 7 & 12 

Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

  The Service of the Word   

 

The Reading           The Passion History of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

     according to the Four Evangelists 

            Part 4: The Praetorium 

 

     When they had bound Jesus, they led him from Caiaphas to the hall of judgment and gave 

him over to Pontius Pilate, the governor. It was early. They themselves did not go into the 

judgment hall, so that they might not be defiled, but might eat the Passover. 

  

     Pilate then went out to them, and said, “What charge do you bring against this man?” 

     They answered and said to him, “If he were not a criminal, we would not have handed him 

over to you.” 

     Then Pilate said to them, “Take him, then, and judge him according to your law.” 

     The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put any man to death.” So the word of Jesus 

was fulfilled, signifying by what death he should die. 

  

     The charges they brought against him were: “We found this fellow perverting the nation, 

and forbidding us to pay taxes to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ, a king.” 
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     Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and said to him, “Are 

you the King of the Jews?” 

     Jesus answered him, “Do you say this for yourself, or did others say it to you about me?” 

     Pilate answered, “Do you take me for a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have 

given you over to me. What have you done?” 
  

     Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world; if my kingdom were of this world, then 

my servants would have fought that I should not be given over to the Jews; but now my 

kingdom is not of this world.” 

     Pilate therefore said to him, “Are you a king then?” 

     Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I am a king. I was born and I came into the world 

that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone that is of the truth hears my voice.” 

     Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 

     After he had said this, he went out again to the Jews and said to them, “I find no fault in 

this man.” 
  

     The chief priests kept laying one charge after another against him, but he answered not a 

word. Pilate questioned him again, saying, “Do you answer nothing? See how many charges 

they lay against you.” Jesus answered him not a word. Pilate was utterly amazed. He said to 

the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no case against this man.” 
  

     They pressed their charges more vehemently: “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout 

all Judea, beginning from Galilee to this place.” 

     When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. When he learned 

that he belonged in Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him on to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem 

for those days. 
  

     When Herod saw Jesus, he was delighted, for he had long wished to see him because of 

what he had heard of him, and he hoped to see him do a miracle. He questioned Jesus 

repeatedly, but he gave him no answer. The chief priests and scribes stood there and 

vehemently accused him. Herod and his soldiers mocked him. They put a splendid robe on 

him and sent him back to Pilate. 

     Herod and Pilate became friends with each other that same day, for before this they had 

been at enmity with each other. 
  

     Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, and said to them, 

“You have brought this man before me as one subverting the people. See now, I have 

examined him before you and have found nothing in this man guilty of any of your charges 

against him, and neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us. Mark this, he has done nothing 

worthy of death. I will have him punished and release him.” 
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     Now at the feast it was the governor’s custom to release to the crowd any one prisoner 

whom they asked for. They had then a notorious prisoner named Barabbas. He was in prison 

with the rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection in the city. Pilate knew that 

it was out of malice that the chief priests handed Jesus over. Therefore he said to them, “Do 

you want me to release for you Barabbas or Jesus who is called Christ?” 

  

     The chief priests and elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 

     Pilate asked them again, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” 

     And they cried out all together, saying, “Away with this man, and release for us Barabbas.” 

  

     While Pilate was sitting in the judgment seat, his wife sent him a message: “Do not have 

anything to do with that man; I have suffered much over him today in a dream.” 

  

     Again Pilate addressed them, for he wished to release Jesus. He said to them, “What shall I 

do then with Jesus who is called Christ? What shall I do with him whom you call the King of 

the Jews?” 

     They all cried out, “Crucify him!” 

     Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has he done? I have found no guilt worthy of death in 

him; I will therefore punish him and let him go.” 

     They cried out all the louder, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 

  

     Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. The soldiers of the governor led him away 

into the praetorium. They gathered the whole band of soldiers around him. They stripped him 

and put a purple robe on him. When they had woven a crown of thorns, they put it on his head 

and a reed in his right hand, and they knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of 

the Jews!” They spat on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. They knelt down 

and did him homage. 

  

     Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I bring him out to you that you may know I 

find him not guilty.” So Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. 

Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” 

  

     When the chief priests and officers saw him, they cried, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 

     Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I do not find him guilty.” 

     The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and by that law he ought to die, because he made 

himself the Son of God.” 
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     When Pilate heard this, he was more afraid and went again into the judgment hall and said 

to Jesus, “Where are you from?” Jesus gave him no answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you 

refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to crucify you, and I have power to 

release you?” 

     Jesus answered, “You would not have any power at all over me, unless it had been given to 

you from above. For that reason he who handed me over to you has the greater sin.” 
  

     This prompted Pilate to go on trying to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you let this 

man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Everyone who makes himself a king sets himself against 

Caesar.” 

     When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down in the judgment seat in a 

place that is called the Pavement or, in Hebrew, Gabbatha. It was the Preparation of the 

Passover, about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, “Behold your king!” 

     They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” 

     Pilate said unto them, “Shall I crucify your king?” 

     The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 
  

     When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but rather a riot was under way, he took 

water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of the blood of this man; 

see to it yourselves.” 

     Then all the people responded, “His blood be on us and on our children.” 
  

     Then Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, gave sentence that it should be as they 

demanded. He released to them Barabbas for whom they asked, the man who had been thrown 

into prison for insurrection and murder. He had Jesus flogged and then gave him over to their 

will to be crucified. The soldiers mocked him, stripped him of the purple robe, put his own 

clothes on him, and led him out to crucify him. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The Responsory for Lent: 
 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
 

P In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
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The Sermon           Places of the Passion: 

                The Praetorium—A Place of Judgment 

 

 

  The Canticle   

 

The Congregation rises. 

 

The Canticle at Vespers: Magnificat  Luke 1:46b-55; antiphon: 2 Corinthians 6:2c 
 

P Behold, now is the favorable time; 

C behold, now is the day of salvation. 
 

P My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior; 

C for He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 
 

P For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed. 

C For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name; 
 

P and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation. 

C He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the 

 imagination of their hearts. 
 

P He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the lowly. 

C He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent empty away. 
 

P He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He spoke to our 

 fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

P Behold, now is the favorable time; 

C behold, now is the day of salvation. 
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  The Prayers   

 

The Kyrie Eleison: 
 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 
 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy Name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

The Salutation and Collects: 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 
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The Collect for the Fourth Week in Lent: 
 

P Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins 

of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and 

acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and 

forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

The Collect for the Lenten Season: 
 

P Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins 

of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and 

acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and 

forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Other Prayers and Intercessions may be offered. 

 

The Collect of Intercession: 

 

P Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give 

Your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the 

weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and be 

present with all, for Your love’s sake. 

C Amen. 

 

The Collect for Peace: 

 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to 

us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 

obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 

enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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The Benedicamus and Blessing: 

 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

 

 

The Hymn to Depart        Lutheran Service Book Hymn # 883 

“All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night” 

 

 

 

 
 

The Hymn continues on the next page… 
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5 When in the night I sleepless lie, 

My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply; 

Let no ill dreams disturb my rest, 

No pow’rs of darkness me molest. 

 

D 6 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637–1711, alt. 
Tune: Thomas Tallis, c. 1505–1585 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Silent Worship 

 

The Parish Announcements 

 

The Dismissal: 
 

P Let us go in peace. 

C In the Name of the Lord. Amen. 
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The Sacred Season of Lent 2022 

Places of the Passion 

 

You are invited during these Lenten days to walk with Our Lord Jesus in traveling on the way 

of His Passion. Our Midweek Services will lead us to reflect on these places and the events 

which took place there through our hearing of the Passion History as drawn from the accounts 

of the Four Evangelists. 

 

Services will be held in person at Trinity as well as being livestreamed on our church 

Facebook Page. The videos will also be available for viewing at any time following the live 

service. 

 

 

Wednesday Evenings During Lent 

7:00 PM Lenten Vespers 

 

March 30  The Praetorium 

 

April 6   Calvary 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

4000 – 30th Street 

at the intersection of 30th Street and Bunker Hill Road 

Mount Rainier, Maryland 20712 

 

 

Sunday Mornings: 

Adult Bible Study – 8:30 AM 

Worship with Holy Communion – 9:30 AM 

 

Midweeks in Lent: 

Lenten Vespers 

Wednesday Evenings – 7:00 PM 

 

Worship Services are livestreamed on Facebook Live 

For more information, please visit the church website. 

 

 

Church Office Phone: 301-864-4340 

Church Web Site: www.tlcmr.org 

The Reverend Peter A. Schiebel, Pastor 
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

 

 

 

 


