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   The Office of Vespers    
 

   Jesus, Mercy    

 

 

The Opening Versicles: 

 

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

  

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

 

 

The Psalmody           Psalm 56:1-4a; antiphon: verse 11 

 

P In God I trust; I shall not be afraid. 

 What can man do to me? 

C Be gracious to me, O God, for man tramples on me; 

 all day long an attacker oppresses me; 
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P my enemies trample on me all day long, 

 for many attack me proudly. 

C When I am afraid, 

 I put my trust in you. 

 

P In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; 

 I shall not be afraid. 

C In God I trust; I shall not be afraid. 

 What can man do to me? 

 

 

The Office Hymn        Lutheran Service Book Hymn # 420 

“Christ, the Life of All the Living” 
 

1 Christ, the life of all the living, 

    Christ, the death of death, our foe, 

Who, Thyself for me once giving 

    To the darkest depths of woe: 

Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit 

I eternal life inherit. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

6 Thou hast suffered great affliction 

    And hast borne it patiently, 

Even death by crucifixion, 

    Fully to atone for me; 

Thou didst choose to be tormented 

That my doom should be prevented. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 

    For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 

For Thine anguish in the Garden, 

    I will thank Thee evermore, 

Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 

For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 

    For that last triumphant cry, 

    And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 
 

Text: Public domain 
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The First Reading                   Romans 5:6-11 

 

 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For one 

will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would 

dare even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us. 9Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more 

shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies we were 

reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall 

we be saved by his life. 11More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Second Reading         John 13:16-38 

 

 16[Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is 

a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17If you know these things, blessed are 

you if you do them. 18I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. But 

the Scripture will be fulfilled, ‘He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.’ 19I 

am telling you this now, before it takes place, that when it does take place you may 

believe that I am he. 20Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the one I send receives 

me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.” 

 21After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, “Truly, truly, 

I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 22The disciples looked at one another, uncertain 

of whom he spoke. 23One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining at table close 

to Jesus, 24so Simon Peter motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. 25So 

that disciple, leaning back against Jesus, said to him, “Lord, who is it?” 26Jesus answered, 

“It is he to whom I will give this morsel of bread when I have dipped it.” So when he had 

dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27Then after he had 

taken the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, 

do quickly.” 28Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him. 29Some thought 

that, because Judas had the moneybag, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the 

feast,” or that he should give something to the poor. 30So, after receiving the morsel of 

bread, he immediately went out. And it was night. 

 31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is 

glorified in him. 32If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and 

glorify him at once. 33Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, 

and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot 

come.’ 34A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have 

loved you, you also are to love one another. 35By this all people will know that you are 

my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
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 36Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where 

I am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 37Peter said to 

him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38Jesus 

answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will 

not crow till you have denied me three times.” 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Responsory for Lent: 

 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 

 

P In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 

 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 

 

 

The Sermon 

 

 

The Antiphon:                 John 17:5 

 

P Glorify Me, Father, in Your own presence 

 with the glory that I had with You before the world existed. 

 

 

The Canticle Hymn        Lutheran Service Book Hymn # 434 

“Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” 

A Paraphrase of the Canticle: Agnus Dei 

 

1 Lamb of God, pure and holy, 

    Who on the cross didst suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly, 

    Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

All sins Thou borest for us, 

Else had despair reigned o’er us: 

    Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 
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2 Lamb of God, pure and holy, 

    Who on the cross didst suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly, 

    Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

All sins Thou borest for us, 

Else had despair reigned o’er us: 

    Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 

 

3 Lamb of God, pure and holy, 

    Who on the cross didst suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly, 

    Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

All sins Thou borest for us, 

Else had despair reigned o’er us: 

    Thy peace be with us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 
 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

The Prayers 

 

The Kyrie Eleison: 

 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 
 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Versicle: 

 

P O Lord, hear my prayer. 

C And let my cry come to You. 

 

The Collects of the Day: 

 

P Let us pray. 

Merciful and everlasting God, You did not spare Your only Son but delivered Him 

up for us all to bear our sins on the cross. Grant that our hearts may be so fixed with 

steadfast faith in Him that we fear not the power of sin, death, and the devil; through 

the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Lord God, whose blessed Son gave His body to be whipped and His face to be spit 

upon: Give us grace to accept joyfully the sufferings of the present time, confident 

of the glory that shall be revealed; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

The Collect of Intercession: 

 

P Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give 

Your angels charge over those who sleep.  Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to 

the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; 

and all for Your love’s sake. 

C Amen. 
 

The Collect for Peace: 

 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give 

to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be 

set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 

our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

The Benedicamus and Blessing: 

 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
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