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   The Office of Vespers    
 

   Jesus, Mercy    

 

 

The Opening Versicles: 

 

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

  

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

 

 

The Psalmody             Psalm 42:3, 9-10; antiphon: verses 5-6a 

 

P Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? 

 Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation and my God. 

C My tears have been my food day and night, 

 while they say to me continually, “Where is your God?” 
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P I say to God, my rock: “Why have you forgotten me? 

 Why do I go mourning because of the oppression of the enemy?” 

C As with a deadly wound in my bones, my adversaries taunt me, 

 while they say to me continually, “Where is your God?” 
 

P Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? 

 Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation and my God. 

 

 

The Office Hymn        Lutheran Service Book Hymn # 427 

“In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 
 

1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 

    Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time. 

All the light of sacred story 

    Gathers round its head sublime. 
 

2 When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

    Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

Never shall the cross forsake me; 

    Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 
 

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 

    Light and love upon my way, 

From the cross the radiance streaming 

    Adds more luster to the day. 
 

4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure 

    By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 

    Joys that through all time abide. 
 
Text: Public domain 

 

The First Reading        1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 

Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, 

the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what 

we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 
23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to 

those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 

God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger 

than men. 
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 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly 

standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what 

is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame 

the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to 

bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might boast in the presence of 

God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one 

who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Second Reading                  John 12:20-36a 

 

 20Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 21So these 

came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see 

Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23And 

Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Truly, 

truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; 

but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his 

life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26If anyone serves me, he must follow me; 

and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor 

him. 

 27“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? 

But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice 

came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd that stood 

there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 
30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine. 31Now is the judgment 

of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 32And I, when I am lifted up 

from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to show by what kind of 

death he was going to die. 34So the crowd answered him, “We have heard from the Law 

that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? 

Who is this Son of Man?” 35So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little 

while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who 

walks in the darkness does not know where he is going. 36aWhile you have the light, 

believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.” 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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The Responsory for Lent: 

 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 

 

P In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 

 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
 

 

The Sermon 
 

 

The Antiphon:             John 12:23b 

 

P The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 
 

 

The Canticle Hymn        Lutheran Service Book Hymn # 434 

“Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” 

A Paraphrase of the Canticle: Agnus Dei 
 

1 Lamb of God, pure and holy, 

    Who on the cross didst suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly, 

    Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

All sins Thou borest for us, 

Else had despair reigned o’er us: 

    Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 
 

2 Lamb of God, pure and holy, 

    Who on the cross didst suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly, 

    Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

All sins Thou borest for us, 

Else had despair reigned o’er us: 

    Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 
 

3 Lamb of God, pure and holy, 

    Who on the cross didst suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly, 

    Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

All sins Thou borest for us, 

Else had despair reigned o’er us: 

    Thy peace be with us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 
 

Text: Public domain 
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The Prayers 

 

The Kyrie Eleison: 

 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 
 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

The Versicle: 

 

P O Lord, hear my prayer. 

C And let my cry come to You. 

 

 

The Collects of the Day: 

 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, grant us by Your grace so to pass through this holy 

time of our Lord’s passion that we may obtain the forgiveness of our sins; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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P O God, by the passion of Your blessed Son You mads an instrument of shameful 

death to be for us the means of life: Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ, that 

we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of Your Son our Savior, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

The Collect of Intercession: 

 

P Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give 

Your angels charge over those who sleep.  Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to 

the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; 

and all for Your love’s sake. 

C Amen. 
 

The Collect for Peace: 

 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give 

to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be 

set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 

our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

The Benedicamus and Blessing: 

 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
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