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   The Office of Vespers    
 

   Jesus, Mercy    

 

 

The Opening Versicles: 

 

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

  

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

 

The Psalmody          Psalm 31:10-11, 13-15; antiphon: verse 9 

 

P Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; 

 my eye is wasted from grief; my soul and my body also. 

C For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years with sighing; 

 my strength fails because of my iniquity, and my bones waste away. 
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P Because of all my adversaries I have become a reproach, especially to my 

neighbors, and an object of dread to my acquaintances; 

 those who see me in the street flee from me. 

C For I hear the whispering of many—terror on every side!— 

 as they scheme together against me, as they plot to take my life. 

 

P But I trust in you, O LORD; 

 I say, “You are my God.” 

C My times are in your hand; 

 rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my persecutors! 

 

P Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; 

 my eye is wasted from grief; my soul and my body also. 

 

 

The Office Hymn        Lutheran Service Book Hymn # 423 

“Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” 

 

1 Jesus, refuge of the weary, 

    Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 

Fountain in life’s desert dreary, 

    Savior from the world above: 

Often have Your eyes, offended, 

    Gazed upon the sinner’s fall; 

Yet upon the cross extended, 

    You have borne the pain of all. 

 

2 Do we pass that cross unheeding, 

    Breathing no repentant vow, 

Though we see You wounded, bleeding, 

    See Your thorn-encircled brow? 

Yet Your sinless death has brought us 

    Life eternal, peace, and rest; 

Only what Your grace has taught us 

    Calms the sinner’s deep distress. 

 

3 Jesus, may our hearts be burning 

    With more fervent love for You; 

May our eyes be ever turning 

    To behold Your cross anew 

Till in glory, parted never 

    From the blessèd Savior’s side, 

Graven in our hearts forever, 

    Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 
 

Text: Public domain 
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The First Reading         Isaiah 50:5-10 

 

5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

 and I was not rebellious; 

 I turned not backward. 
6I gave my back to those who strike, 

 and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; 

I hid not my face 

 from disgrace and spitting. 

7But the Lord GOD helps me; 

 therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like a flint, 

 and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 

 8He who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 

 Let us stand up together. 

Who is my adversary? 

 Let him come near to me. 
9Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; 

 who will declare me guilty? 

Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; 

 the moth will eat them up. 

10Who among you fears the LORD 

 and obeys the voice of his servant? 

Let him who walks in darkness 

 and has no light 

trust in the name of the LORD 

 and rely on his God. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Second Reading           John 12:1-11 

 

 1Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, 

whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha 

served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at the table. 3Mary therefore 

took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus 

and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 
4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, 5“Why 

was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 6He said this, 

not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the 

moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it. 7Jesus said, “Leave her alone, 
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so that she may keep it for the day of my burial. 8The poor you always have with you, but 

you do not always have me.” 

 9When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came, not only on 

account of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10So the chief 

priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as well, 11because on account of him many of 

the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Responsory for Lent: 

 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 

 

P In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 

 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 

 

 

The Sermon 

 

 

The Antiphon:                 John 3:14 

 

P As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 

 so must the Son of Man be lifted up 

 

 

The Canticle Hymn        Lutheran Service Book Hymn # 434 

“Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” 

A Paraphrase of the Canticle: Agnus Dei 

 

1 Lamb of God, pure and holy, 

    Who on the cross didst suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly, 

    Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

All sins Thou borest for us, 

Else had despair reigned o’er us: 

    Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 
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2 Lamb of God, pure and holy, 

    Who on the cross didst suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly, 

    Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

All sins Thou borest for us, 

Else had despair reigned o’er us: 

    Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 

 

3 Lamb of God, pure and holy, 

    Who on the cross didst suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly, 

    Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

All sins Thou borest for us, 

Else had despair reigned o’er us: 

    Thy peace be with us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 
 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

The Prayers 

 

The Kyrie Eleison: 

 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 
 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Versicle: 

 

P O Lord, hear my prayer. 

C And let my cry come to You. 

 

The Collects of the Day: 

 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that in the midst of our failures and weaknesses we may be 

restored through the passion and intercession of Your only-begotten Son, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first He suffered pain, 

and entered not into glory before He was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, 

walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and 

peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

The Collect of Intercession: 

 

P Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give 

Your angels charge over those who sleep.  Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to 

the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; 

and all for Your love’s sake. 

C Amen. 
 

The Collect for Peace: 

 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give 

to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be 

set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 

our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

The Benedicamus and Blessing: 

 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
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