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Service of the Word in Eastertide

% Christ Jesus, Victor! Christ Jesus, Ruler! Christ Jesus, Lord and Redeemer!

The Opening Versicles: Psalms 51:15, 70:1, 139:7 and Liturgical Text

(P} O Lord, open my lips,

and my mouth will declare Your praise.

(P) Make haste, O God, to deliver me;

make haste to help me, O Lord.

(P) If I ascend to heaven, You are there!

If I make my bed in Sheol, You are there!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia.

P) In Your resurrection, O Christ,

let heaven and earth rejoice. Alleluia!
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The Psalm of the Day Psalm 150

P Praise the LORD!
Praise God in his sanctuary;
praise him in his mighty heavens!
%Praise him for his mighty deeds;
praise him according to his excellent greatness!

) 3Praise him with trumpet sound;
praise him with lute and harp!

“Praise him with tambourine and dance;
praise him with strings and pipe!

®) °Praise him with sounding cymbals;
praise him with loud clashing cymbals!
SLet everything that has breath praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The Scripture Reading for the Day 1 Peter 2:13—3:7

213Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the
emperor as supreme, *or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to
praise those who do good. *°For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put
to silence the ignorance of foolish people. *°Live as people who are free, not using your
freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. ’Honor everyone. Love the
brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.

183Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle
but also to the unjust. °For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures
sorrows while suffering unjustly. 2°For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten
for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a
gracious thing in the sight of God. ?'For to this you have been called, because Christ also
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. ??He
committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 2When he was reviled, he did
not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting
himself to him who judges justly. 2*He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that
we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. >°For
you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of
your souls.

31 ikewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey
the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives— 2when they
see your respectful and pure conduct. 3Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding
of hair, the wearing of gold, or the putting on of clothing— *but let your adorning be the

2



hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which
in God’s sight is very precious. °For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used
to adorn themselves, by submitting to their husbands, ®as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling
him lord. And you are her children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is
frightening.

"Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to
the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that
your prayers may not be hindered.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Scripture Study for the Day Baptized...Now We Live
A Study of 1 Peter
Study 4: What Does this Baptized Life Look Like in the “Real World”?

1. What is the Table of Duties? (See Luther’s Small Catechism, section 3)

2. What is the Christian’s view towards government?

3. Verse 17 offers a good outline for service. Why does each way of showing proper
respect (love, fear, honor) fit the one to whom it is applied?

4. What is problematic in verses 18-25, especially in the context of the history of our own
nation? What was the original context of these words, and how might they help us to
better understand their meaning in our own day?



5. How and why is Christ and His suffering an example for not only our life of faith but for
the whole of our life and living?

6. What “type” of wives is Peter addressing in 3:1-6? How is this “advice” also proper for
every Christian man and woman to follow?

7. What is the hallmark of Christian marriage which Peter lifts up in verse 7?

The Prayers:
(P)  Onthis day that the Lord has made, let us pray for all the people He has redeemed.

Let us pray that we may live as those who believe in the triumph of Christ’s cross:
O Lord, hear us.
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Let us pray that all people everywhere may receive the Good News of His victory:
O Lord, hear us.
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Let us pray that all those born to new life in the waters of Baptism may know the
power of the Lord’s resurrection:
O Lord, hear us.
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Let us pray that those who suffer any pain or anguish may find healing and peace in
the risen wounds of Christ:
O Lord, hear us.
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Let us rejoice in the lives of all of God’s saints, and let us pray that in the undying
love of Christ we may be at last united with all who have died in the faith of Christ
in the joys of God’s eternal kingdom:

O Lord, hear us.



(P} Let us commend the world, for which Christ died and rose again from the dead, to
the mercy and protection of God as we offer to Him our prayers, either silently or
aloud.

Open prayer may be offered and silence is kept.

The Lord’s Prayer:

(P) Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Collect of the Day:

(P)  Letus pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may

love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the
many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found,;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Collect for the Easter Season:

(P) O God, for our redemption You gave Your only-begotten Son to the death of the
cross and by His glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of the enemy.
Grant that all our sin may be drowned through daily repentance and that day by day
we may arise to live before You in righteousness and purity forever; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



The Collect for Peace:

P} O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works,
give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts
may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the
fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

The Closing Prayer: after Richard of Chichester (1253)

P) Together, we pray:
Lord Jesus Christ, we thank You
for all the benefits that You have won for us,
for all the pains and insults that You bore for us.
Most merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother,
may we know You more clearly,
love You more dearly,
and follow You more nearly,
day by day.
Amen.

The Benediction:

P}  The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the -I- Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless
and preserve us.
Amen.
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